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The Evolution
� DARPANet by DoD (’60s)   Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

� IETF (1986)   Internet Engineering Task Force

� NSF -> DNS to NSI corp. (1994)   
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Pre-History

� NSF -> DNS to NSI corp. (1994)   Domain Name System

>> “DNS War” (US, EU, ISOC)   Internet Society

� DoC -> ICANN (1998)   Internet Coorporation for Assigned Names and Numbers
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Key Actors:  
Internet Communities and Individuals
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Pre-History

> Attention by ITU, WIPO, WB, CoE, UNESCO...   
International Telecommunication Union, World Intellectual Property Organisation, World Bank, Council of Europe, ...

> Attention by States

>> WSIS
World Summit on Information Society
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� WSIS Geneva (2003)
� WGIG (2003-2005) 
� WSIS Tunis (2005)

A Spaghetti Bowl?

D
ip

lo
F

ou
nd

at
io

n
WSIS

A Spaghetti Bowl?

What?
Who?
How?
Where?
When?
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Internet Governance = Internet + Governance

Internet = ? ...
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Internet Governance = Internet + Governance

Internet = ? ...

D
ip

lo
F

ou
nd

at
io

n
What?

Governance = ?
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“Internet governance includes more than
Internet names and addresses, issues dealt 
with by the ICANN: it also includes other 
significant public policy issues, such as 
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What?

significant public policy issues, such as 
critical Internet resources, the security and 
safety of the Internet, and development 
aspects and issues pertaining to the use of 
the Internet.”

WGIG working definition of IG
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Who?

Ministry of Telecommunications

Regulatory authorities

Service providers

Ministry of Education

Media stations

Universities
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Content Developers

Software developers

End Users

Ministry of Culture

Ministry of Economy

Ministry of Education

Research Centers

Juridical authorities

Civil Society



� Governments (Ministries - IT, Media, Education, 
diplomats, non-state organisation)
� Business (ICC, OpenSource)
� Civil Society (“too many”, “track two” until WGIG)
� International Organisations (ITU, UNESCO, 
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� International Organisations (ITU, UNESCO, 
UNDP)
� Internet Communities (ISOC, IETF)
� ICANN 
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How?

How to communicate?
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Where?

Internet Governance Forum

Under UN auspices?
[WGIG report: to “establish” IGF]
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Out of UN with a UN touch only?
[WSIS Tunis communique: to “convene” IGF]

Other fora as follow-ups of Tunis?
[“Enchanced cooperation”]
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Internet Governance Forum

Mandate?
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Renewal?
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Internet Governance Forum (IGF)
“We agree, inter alia, to invite the UN Secretary-General to 
convene a new forum for multi-stakeholder policy 
dialogue.”
(Tunis Agenda, Art. 67)

“The IGF would have no oversight function and would not 
replace existing arrangements, mechanisms, institutions or 
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organisations”
(Tunis Agenda, Art. 77)

“We ask the UN Secretary-General to examine the 
desirability of the continuation of the Forum, in formal 
consultation with Forum participants , within five years of 
its creation, and to make recommendations to the UN 
Membership in this regard.”

(Tunis Agenda, Art. 67)



Features:
� Multistakeholder
� Open discussion forum
� Non-binding final document
� No oversight function over CIR
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IGF Process

Structure:
� IGF Secretariat, Geneva
� Multistakeholder Advisory Group (MAG), conveying 
twice a year
� Report to the Special Adviser to the UN Secretary-
General for Internet Governance
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Participation:
Open consultations prior to MAG meeting, Geneva
Remote participation [new]

Phases:
2006 Greece
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IGF Process

2006 Greece
2007 Brazil
2008 India
2009 Egypt
2010 Lithuania (?)

Mandate:
By 2010 with Annual review
WSIS+5 to be discussed by UND
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Themes:
� Critical Internet Resources (IP, DNS, Standards)
� Access (Infrastructure, Costs, Capacity Building, 
Network Neutrality)
� Diversity (Local Content, Multilingualism, Open 

D
ip

lo
F

ou
nd

at
io

n
IGF 2007

� Diversity (Local Content, Multilingualism, Open 
Standards, User-created Content)
� Openness (Freedom of Expression, Privacy, IPR)
� Security (Cyber-crime, Cyber-terrorism, Cyber-
warfare, Trust, Safety, Authentication and Identity, 
Privacy)
� Emerging issues (Convergence, Youth, User-created 
Content)
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Moto: Internet for All

Themes:
� Reaching the Next Billion
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IGF 2008

� Access 
� Multilingualism
� Promoting Cyber-Security and Trust
� Are we losing the battle against cyber-crime?
� Fostering security, privacy and openness
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� Managing Critical Internet Resources
� Transition from IPv4 to IPv6
� Arrangements for Internet governance – global 
and national/regional
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IGF 2008

� Taking Stock and the Way Forward
� Lessons learned on Hyderabad meeting
� Emerging Issues
� The Internet of tomorrow: Innovation and the 
evolution of the Internet.
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Moto: Internet – an opportunity for all”

Themes:
� Critical Internet Resources (IP, DNS, Standards)
� IP and IPv6
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IGF 2009 (tentative)

� IP and IPv6
� JPA and IANA

� TLD and IDN
� Enhanced cooperation

� Security and Openness
� Security and Safety
� Privacy and Data Protection

D
ip

lo
F

ou
nd

at
io

n



� Access
� Infrastructure
� Connection costs
� Mobile connections
� Safety of backbone infrastructure
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IGF 2009 (tentative)

� Safety of backbone infrastructure
� Taking Stock and the Way Forward
� Future of IGF
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Possible other issues in focus:
� Internet Safety and Child Protection Online
� Access to Knowledge
� Network Neutrality
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IGF 2009 (tentative)

� Network Neutrality
� Submarine Cables Security
� Accessibility for people with disabilities
� Multilingualism
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Post-WSIS (ITU)
� Annual meeting, Geneva
� Actors: Accredited, WSIS participants
� Security, IPv6, Development and Capacity Building
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Other Processes

ICANN Meetings (quarterly)
� internationalisation of ICANN
� new gTLDs (.berlin, .xxx, ...)
� At-Large Advisory Committee (ALAC)
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Other:
� ITU (Global Cyber-security Agenda, IPv6, 
Development)
� LACNIC
� OECD (Privacy)
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Other Processes

� OECD (Privacy)
� European Commission (privacy, data protection, 
security and cyber-attacks)
� USA (multilaterialism, network neutrality)
� Africa (access and infrastructure)
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Beyond 2010

?
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DiploFoundation
visit: 
www.diplomacy.edu/ig
contact us:
ig@diplomacy.eduig@diplomacy.edu


